
Meetings of the Executive would look
dull to a traditional newspaper.  No
punch-ups, a calm business-like atmos-
phere predominates, but underlying it all
is a sense that the committee is working
for the good of mathematics and mathe-
maticians.  It was a particular pleasure to
welcome future members, Olga Gil-
Medrano and Carlo Sbordone, to the
Prague meeting.

Mathematics and the EU
Certain issues come round each time.  It is
not just a routine complaint to observe
that mathematics is under-represented on
influential EU committees: members of
the executive committee also do some-
thing about it, from lobbying ministers to
sitting on extra committees, and generally,
grabbing opportunities to do things when-
ever they arise.  At Prague, Luc Lemaire

was able to report on the panel session
organised by the EMS and on his plenary
lecture to the EuroScience Open Forum in
Stockholm.  Some good contacts were
made, but attendance at sessions was
poor.  The Executive Committee resolved
to encourage local mathematicians to get
involved, when the Forum, now intended
to be a two-yearly event, came their way.

Recognising the importance of contacts
with the EU and the burden it placed on
those members who were involved, the
Executive Committee resolved to broaden
the Group on Relations with Europe to the
whole Executive Committee and to wel-
come the help of others who were pre-
pared to lobby for mathematics in
Brussels.

Membership and Representation
Individual membership remains stubborn-
ly on a plateau of about 2,300, but institu-
tional and corporate membership has
grown.  Nearly all the mathematical insti-
tutes which are ERCOM members have
now joined.  Statistical Societies have
begun to join the Society, too and our
Summer School programme includes
events involving the Bernoulli Society.
The EMS, naturally, believes that it’s to

the advantage of mathematics to have one
society representing it at the European
level and is working hard to include all
strands of mathematics, including particu-
larly applied mathematics and statistics, in
its work (and in the committee member-
ship).  It has decided that, as applied
mathematics is central to the Society’s
work, responsibility should no longer be

devolved to a subcommittee, but should
rest with the Executive Committee itself.
A new committee will, however, be set up
to look at applications of mathematics.

Meetings
The next ‘mathematical weekend’ will

be in Barcelona in September 2005, joint-
ly organised by the Catalan Mathematical
Society and the EMS.  In 2006 there will
be a conference organised by the EMS and
the French and Italian mathematical soci-
eties in Turin.  We shall submit an appli-
cation for further Summer Schools to the
EU and have already advertised a call for
proposals from members.  

4ecm had been a high quality meeting,
but had attracted rather too few partici-
pants.  There was general satisfaction with
the selection of EMS prize-winners, but
some regret that it had proved impossible
to award a Felix Klein Prize.

Subcommittees
Mina Teicher would become chair of the
Education Committee.  She submitted a
list of suggested members and an outline
plan of action.  The committee on special
events would be abandoned and its work
taken over by the General Meetings
Committee, which would lose the word
‘general’ from its name.  Andrzej Pelczar
was stepping down from the Committee
on Eastern European mathematicians after
many years of service to the Society.  Jan
Kratochvíl of the Czech Mathematical
Society would take over the chair.  The
work of the Committee would take
account of changing circumstances in
Eastern Europe.  Pavel Exner would
become chair of the Committee on
Electronic Publications: it was felt that an
Executive member should take on that
role because of the growing importance of
the committee’s remit and, in particular,
because it oversees the Electronic Library
on EMIS.

The Publications Committee was dis-
banded: the Executive itself would take on
the task of dealing with issues concerning
the Publishing House.  It agreed to trans-
fer the publication of the Newsletter from
the Society to the Publishing House, as
part of the task of persuading other math-
ematicians to publish with EMSph.

Closing Matters
Our stay in Prague had been most enjoy-
able, thanks in no small part to Pavel
Exner and the Czech Mathematical
Society, who had organised an exemplary
Mathematical Weekend beforehand.  The
President also thanked the retiring mem-
bers of the Committee: Bodil Branner,
Marta Sanz-Solé and Mina Teicher.  The
next meeting would be in Capri (Italy) in
April at the invitation of the Unione
Matematica Italiana.
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